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Eye-Opening Encounters

Once in Denver, the students are immersed in a week of intensive
service opportunities across the community — returning to many of
the same places Simpson has served over the last two decades. One
day might involve assisting multiple sclerosis (MS) patients with
a variety of social activities, tasks or exercises. Another day could
be spent working at the Food Bank of the Rockies. Or they find
themselves providing meals at a downtown café, where they have a
chance to serve and interact with people from all walks of life.

“When students hear all the stories [firsthand], they learn how
quickly someone’s life can change,” said Bailey. “With many of our
students coming from small towns in Iowa, they know poverty
exists, but it’s very hidden. Through their service experiences, they
now understand more of the issues.”

Not only do the students do service together, they also do life
together during the course. Staying in bunk style arrangements in
the basement of a home designed to accommodate service groups,
the students cook meals and spend their evenings conversing about
the triumphs and trials of their service days.

Their common experience culminates with a few days near Rocky
Mountain National Park at the YMCA Camp of the Rockies. It’s a
serene, majestic setting for students to observe a time of Sabbath and
reflect on the impact and implications of profound lessons learned.
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Call of Service
Celebrates 20 Years 
Traveling to Denver comes with some exhilarating mountain top
experiences, but students venturing to the “Mile High City” as part 
of Simpson’s May Term Call of Service also encounter the deep
valleys of poverty and homelessness. After getting to know and
work with people suffering such afflictions, students often return to
campus completely changed.

“I chose to go on this trip initially to broaden my perspective
through meeting others and learning about how they view the
world,” said Alyvia Fuller ’26. Fuller joined 11 other Simpson
students on this year’s Call of Service to Denver led by College
Chaplain the Rev. Mara Bailey ’06 and the Rev. Eric Rucker,
director of the Simpson Youth Academy. “I shared and learned
things I never thought possible and learned more about myself in
those three weeks than I have in the past 19 years.”

The 2024 trip marked the 20th anniversary of the Call of Service
May Term course. Dr. Jim Hayes and Rev. Dr. Jan Everhart served as
founding co-directors of the program, established through a grant from 
the Lilly Foundation. Bailey began co-leading the course in 2014.

The three-week course begins with a week of learning on campus
to prepare for their Denver experience. Students are immersed
in readings, discussions and reflection, examining the root causes
of poverty and homelessness while getting to know more about
themselves and each other before embarking on their service journey.

Seeing Things in a New Light

Post-course reflection journals authored by the 2024 course
participants reveal the transformative change they undergo, 
returning to campus with a whole new world of perspective and 
self-awareness.

“I think I deepened my gift of open mindedness,” wrote Max Meyers 
’25. “I have met and talked to so many people that it broke down 
all of the biases that I may have had about someone who experiences 
homelessness. This course has been the gift that I needed to grow.”

Kalen Stefanick ’25 shared similar sentiments about the experience.

“It’s crucial to keep people’s individual stories in mind. Everyone has 
a unique journey, and it’s these stories that make service truly 
meaningful. Rather than focusing on our own selfish desires and what 
we hope to get out of a service experience, we need to shift our 
attention to how our service can impact or change the stories of 
other people.”
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Dani Musselman ’16 (front row, 3rd from left) and Erik 
Hall ’16 (front row, far right) met for the first time on the 
2015 Call of Service Trip. “I credit God and this trip for 
creating the family I have today,” said Musselman.

Denver’s Food Bank of the Rockies is one of several places where Call of 
Service students have frequently served over the last 20 years.

The only way things change is 
when people step up and say, 
‘What can I do about this?'

— Rev. Mara Bailey ’06

Those same kinds of lessons remain vivid in the memories of many
alumni who have participated in the Call of Service over the last
20 years. Anders Dovre ’07 was part of the first Call of Service to
Denver in 2004, along with his wife, Jen (Gibson) Dovre ’07.
"We stayed up late many nights talking about what exactly this
world wants from us — a conversation that hasn’t really stopped in
20 years,” said Anders.

“The trip prompted me to wrestle with the great ideas of thinkers
throughout history, confronting me with the realities of our world.
Simpson professors [and mentors like Hayes] helped me recognize 
my gifts — placing me into community with others going about this 
same business of becoming more fully human.”

Dovre carried those lessons into a four-year stint as a church youth
director, before joining Jen to become an English teacher at Ballard
High School in Huxley, Iowa. Today, Dovre says, he has a chance 
to help students who are “starting to spar with the same questions” 
he did.

Like Dovre, the Rev. Dani Musselman ’16 took a deep dive into
exploring her purpose through Call of Service. She enjoyed the
course so much that she went on the trip three times, including
twice as a student leader.

In addition to meeting her husband, Erik Hall ’16, on one of those
trips, Musselman took to heart many insights that continue to shape
her life and work as a pastor for Hope United Methodist Church in
Marshalltown, Iowa.

“Those trips changed my life in the best of ways,” said Musselman.
“They gave me multiple opportunities to discern my passions to
serve God in some way. I was reminded throughout the coursework
and service that I couldn’t only reveal my calling as a Christian
through my words, but my actions had to reveal my values, too.”

Musselman says she continues to draw on stories from her trips
for use in sermons, Bible studies and other community gatherings.
Many of those lessons center on how to serve all individuals and
communities with dignity, regardless of their circumstances.

“Call of Service taught me that every person has a story worthy
of being told,” said Musselman. “When the Rev. Dr. Jan Everhart
taught the class, she reminded us that every person’s story has a part
in it that is a reflection of God…and one of the greatest gifts we can
offer someone is the gift of listening.”

Essential to Liberal Arts Learning

The Rev. Brian Williams ’15 was with Musselman for the 2014
Denver trip. He says the course challenged him to “check my
assumptions” about serving people in need.

“Am I coming to serve as one with all the answers trying to be the hero? 
Or am I coming in with humility and a willingness to listen? The more 
I have gone along in my ministry, the more I have found the latter 
approach, centered around relationship, is what bears the most fruit.”

Now in his first year as lead pastor at First United Methodist Church
in Indianola, Williams wishes every Simpson student would have the
opportunity to take the course.

“Call of Service is the kind of class that has an essential place in a
liberal arts education. The class provides the ultimate bridge between
formation in the classroom and engagement with real-world
problems. It helps to put flesh on the bones of the ‘so what’ of all
that we learn through the Simpson experience.”

If you have a Call of Service story to share, please drop us a note to
let us know how the course impacted you then and how it influences 
you today. Email us at alumni.office@simpson.edu.
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Partnership with DMU Established to 
Draw Students into Health Care Careers

Simpson Receives National 
Science Foundation Grant

NEWS

Simpson and Des Moines University (DMU) Medicine and Health 
Sciences announced a new comprehensive partnership this fall to 
create enhanced pathways for Simpson students seeking medical and 
health sciences careers. The partnership will benefit students while 
helping build Iowa’s health care workforce. 
 
The agreement is tailored to help Simpson students interested 
in health careers navigate graduate health science degrees. The 
pathways include guaranteed interviews for many DMU programs, 
options for concurrent degrees, as well as reserved seats in the 
Doctor of Podiatric Medicine and Doctor of Occupational Therapy 
degree programs. 
 
“This is a huge win for everyone involved, most importantly our 
students seeking to thrive and make a vital impact as health care 
professionals across Iowa and beyond,” said President Byers. “As 
Simpson continues to grow its distinctive excellence in the health 
sciences, we are grateful for this incredible opportunity to provide 
our graduates with enhanced access to the outstanding programs 
offered by our partners at DMU.”

Simpson students may begin applying to DMU programs as early 
as the summer between their sophomore and junior years. At the 
conclusion of their junior year, they are expected to have completed 
90 credit hours of coursework toward a bachelor’s degree.
 

This arrangement allows students to complete their bachelor’s 
degree at Simpson through coursework at DMU, enabling them 
to complete both degrees sooner rather than waiting until after 
receiving their undergraduate degree.

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has awarded Simpson 
College a $338,000 STEM grant. The grant will be used over a 
three-year period to redesign Simpson’s data analytics minor.  
 
Simpson’s math department, led by faculty Dr. Marilyn Vazquez and 
Dr. Heidi Berger, collaborated with Dr. Colin Payton, former director 
of the College’s Writing Center, to develop the successful proposal. 
 
“We're excited about what this NSF grant will do for new students 
coming into the data analytics minor,” said Vazquez. “Our students 
will become better data communicators while improving their self-
efficacy and gaining highly marketable skills.” 
 

LGBTQ Support Recognized
Simpson recently earned the Partner in Progress Award from Iowa 
Safe Schools for its commitment to protecting the safety and well-
being of LGBTQ students. The award is presented annually to an 
individual, organization, corporation, or faith community that 
embodies Iowa Safe Schools’ mission to support LGBTQ youth. 

Simpson has sought to include the vital concerns of LGBTQ 
students while developing initiatives made possible by a 2022 grant 
from the Office on Violence Against Women. 
 
"I was truly impressed by the level of buy-in from all areas of the 
campus,” said Jordan Mix, director of educational programming 
with Iowa Safe Schools. “Every stakeholder made it a priority to 
learn how to better support LGBTQ students.”

Left to Right: Jenny Vargas, Simpson College Director of Counseling 
Services; Jessica Pierce, Simpson College Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Advocacy Program Director; and Jordan Mix, Iowa Safe Schools 
Director of Educational Programming.

Harrigan, Hansen 
Named Vice Presidents

English Professor CoryAnne Harrigan, Ph.D., was 
appointed by President Byers to serve as interim 
vice president for Academic Affairs and academic 
dean for 2024-25. A faculty member since Fall 
2001, Harrigan has held a variety of leadership 
positions at Simpson, including most recently as 
associate dean of Curriculum and Assessment.

Matt Hansen was selected to serve in the newly 
integrated position of vice president for Student 
Development and dean of students. Hansen 
had served as Simpson’s dean of students since 
2021. Prior to joining Simpson’s administration, 
he provided 20 years of service to St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport, Iowa, in a variety of 
leadership roles.

President Byers and DMU President Angela L. Walker Franklin, Ph.D., 
were joined by representatives from both schools for the agreement 
signing ceremony held at DMU. Simpson’s contingent included 
Interim Dean and VP for Academic Affairs CoryAnne Harrigan, VP 
for Enrollment Leigh Mlodzik, biology faculty Jackie Brittingham and 
Lauren Points, along with students Mya Whitaker ’27, Sarah Tunnicliff 
’27 and Layna Depping ’25.

Simpson is Iowa’s top-ranked college and #6 overall in the 2025 U.S. 
News & World Report Regional Midwest Rankings. Simpson is also 
#1 in Iowa for “Best Value” and “Best Undergraduate Teaching” – 
while also earning a #4 overall ranking in both categories.

Simpson was also included in the Wall Street Journal’s America’s Best 
Colleges 2025 rankings of the nation’s top 500 schools, with the 
College receiving a #4 ranking among Iowa’s privates. Additionally, 
Simpson earned four out of five stars in Money’s 2024 Best Colleges 
in America rankings — one of only four private schools in Iowa to 
earn a four-star or higher rating. 

College Scores High Marks from U.S. News, 
Money and Wall Street Journal

CoryAnne Harrigan Ph.D. Matt Hansen

Berger is likewise eager to see the many fruits of the partnership 
between the Writing Center and math department. 
 
“Working together we want to ensure that students of varying 
backgrounds have increased access to this in-demand field of study,” 
said Berger. “We hope this project will pave the way to future grants 
for growing our impact in STEM-related education.”  

Dr. Marilyn Vazquez Landrover Dr. Heidi Berger
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RAGBRAI Rolls Through Campus

Homecoming 2024 concluded with a grand celebration — the 150th 
anniversary of Pi Beta Phi at Simpson. More than 200 gathered in 
Kent Center’s Hubbell Hall, including alumni from around the 
country and a distinguished guest from Pi Beta Phi’s Grand Council. 

The afternoon featured singing, skits and heartfelt alumnae and friend 
reunions. Celebrants also had the opportunity to tour the Pi Beta Phi 
house, where they could reminisce about old memories and see the 
chapter’s current living spaces.  

Simpson's Pi Beta Phi chapter holds a special place in history as 
the second oldest chapter in the nation and the first sorority ever 
established on campus. This milestone marks not only a significant 
anniversary, but also a continued legacy of sisterhood, leadership, and 
community service that has shaped the lives of hundreds of women. 

Alumni Honored

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Doug LaVelle ’70 

LaVelle’s career blends corporate leadership with entrepreneurial 
success. He rose to become the president of International Operations 
at GTE Directories and earned the Malcolm Baldrige Quality 
Award. Following his retirement, he and his wife, Susan, purchased a 
winery in Oregon, where they re-established the vineyard and earned 
numerous accolades for their outstanding wines. 

Jack Jetmund ’83 

Jetmund’s professional achievements highlight his leadership and 
impact on national air traffic security. With 30 years of work in 
the world of government security and intelligence, his service 
includes 20 years at the National Security Administration. Now 
with the Federal Aviation Administration, he continues to oversee 
multimillion-dollar budgets while leading critical security operations 
to secure our nation’s airspace. 

RECENT ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Jeremy Ward ’10 

Ward has built an impressive career since graduating from Simpson 
with dual degrees in physics and math. As vice president of Products 
and Partnerships at VigiLife, he plays a key role in developing 
innovative healthcare solutions. Previously, he led advanced research 
at the U.S. Air Force Research Laboratory. 

Louis Joslyn ’16 

As a principal scientist at Genentech, Joslyn plays a critical 
role in oncology drug development, utilizing his expertise in 
pharmacokinetics to drive decision-making and eliminate ineffective 
therapies. He has earned multiple awards for his groundbreaking 
work in cancer immunotherapy. 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Pi Beta Phi Celebrates 150

Team Simpson participated in RAGBRAI LI this summer, bringing 
together Simpson alumni and friends for an unforgettable cycling 
experience across Iowa. 

The team embraced the challenge of riding more than 400 miles 
while reconnecting with fellow alumni and supporters in each 
overnight town along the route. Pedaling through campus with 
thousands of other RAGBRAI riders provided a special highlight of the 
trek.

ALUMNI LOYALTY AWARD 
Dennis Moore ’72 

Moore has demonstrated loyalty to Simpson, both as a student and 
as an alumnus. As a faithful supporter of Simpson for more than 40 
years, his many gifts include establishing an endowed scholarship in 
honor of his parents and planting a sugar maple tree on campus. His 
sweet gestures also include providing students with free ice cream 
treats from the Outside Scoop to celebrate his birthday each year. 
 
RECENT ALUMNI LOYALTY AWARD 
Blaise Mikels ’12 

Mikels has shown loyalty to Simpson through his ongoing support and 
mentorship of current students. As an applied research mathematician 
at the National Security Administration, he has fostered a STEM 
partnership between the agency and Simpson. He regularly visits 
campus to provide career insights, offer guidance, and create 
opportunities for students in mathematics and computer science. 

ALUMNI HUMANITARIAN AWARD 
Rev. Mara Bailey ’06 

Bailey’s deep commitment to service and leadership has made a 
lasting impact at Simpson and beyond. As Simpson’s chaplain, she 
has not only supported the spiritual life of the campus community, 
but she has also spearheaded initiatives to advance diversity, inclusion 
and social justice. She has helped secure significant funding for 
programs like the Simpson Youth Academy and advocates for young 
leaders through her volunteer work with the Girl Scouts. 

The Simpson College 
Alumni Association 
recognized several 
outstanding alumni during 
Homecoming festivities on 
Oct. 12.
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Left to right: Mady Nachtman, Jack Jetmund ’83, Louis Joslyn ’16, 
Dennis Moore ’72, President Byers, Rev. Mara Bailey ’06, Blaise 
Mikels ’12, Doug LaVelle ’70 and Jeremy Ward ’10

2024 Team Simpson Riders included (top, left to right) Jacki 
(Harrison) Askelson '96, Charlie Fiedler ’86 and Paige 
(Riggs) Fielder '87; (left) Andrew Phillips and George Peirce 
'66; and (right) Peter Dunne and Tim Kreidler ’88.

All skill levels 
are welcome. 
Watch for more 
information.

Kami Downing Haynes ’92 greets Jo Ann (Stark) Eddy ’55 (center photo), who has volunteered for Simpson’s Pi Phi Chapter for nearly 70 years. Current Pi Phi students 
(pictured left) got a chance to meet sorority sisters from across the generations, including Donni Popejoy ’95, Melisa Crook ’94 and Denise Schulze Beyer ’95 (pictured right).

Photography provided by Keely Sandquist
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While many schools struggled with first-year 
enrollment in Fall 2024, Simpson simply soared. As 
reported by Inside Higher Ed, first-year enrollment 
decreased by more than five percent nationally. 
In stark contrast, Simpson’s first-year enrollment 
increased by 11 percent. In all, Simpson welcomed 
423 new students this fall, including 381 first-year 
students and 42 transfers.

Simpson’s first-year growth is especially remarkable given the U.S. 
Department of Education’s lengthy delay in rolling out its new 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) application. As 
a result, schools nationwide were several months behind in sending 
out financial aid offers. Knowing that the FAFSA delay would be 
unpredictably long, Simpson had the foresight to create an aggressively 
bold financial aid strategy to stay ahead of the game.

Thus, Simpson’s All-In for Iowa programs were launched — featuring 
full-tuition scholarships for first-time Iowa students. The first program 
— Simpson’s $100K Promise — provides full-tuition for all students 
with an adjusted gross family income of $100,000 or less. 

In conjunction with the $100K Promise, Simpson last year also 
launched the 99 County Full-Tuition Scholarship program, which is 
designed to ensure that at least one student from every Iowa county 
can attend Simpson tuition free.

“Simpson’s All-In for Iowa full-tuition scholarships are incredibly 
attractive and reassuring to families,” said Leigh Mlodzik, vice 
president for Enrollment. “Rather than having to worry about 
FAFSA delays this past year, families could enjoy peace of mind about 
affordability and focus instead on the distinctive advantages and value 
Simpson provides.”

Simpson’s $100K Promise is actually an updated version of the 
original Simpson Promise, which debuted in 2018 with a qualifying 
threshold of $60,000 or less adjusted gross income.

“We far exceeded our expectations when we rolled out the Simpson 
Promise [in 2018],” said Tracie Pavon, longtime assistant vice 
president for Enrollment and Financial Aid. “We knew that making 
the jump to $100K came with some calculated risk, but it’s worth it. 
I’m just excited we can offer this opportunity to students who didn’t 
think they could access a Simpson education.” 

Packaged together in an aggressive All-In for Iowa marketing 
campaign, the $100K Simpson Promise and 99 County Full-Tuition 
Scholarship Program quickly drew attention.

“One of the most important things these programs did for us was to 
raise brand awareness for Simpson College,” said Mlodzik. “The All-In 
for Iowa campaign has allowed us to tie affordability back to Simpson 
and get our name back out there in a more prominent way.”

The strategy has made an instant impact. Together, Simpson’s $100K 
Promise and 99 County full-tuition scholarships drove significant 
gains in students enrolling from Iowa.

FEATURE: EDUCATION

Simpson welcomes 
largest first-year 
class in more than 
a decade.

ALL-- IN FOR 
IOWA  AND 
BEYOND

GROWING ENROLLMENT

New Student Enrollment

*Largest incoming class since 2012
TOTAL 423*First-Year 381(+11%) Transfers 42
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Annika / Humeston, IA

and Emmy / Liberty, MO

Daniel

Madrid, Spain

Anna

Fairbank, IA

Josh

Amery, WI

Fall 2024 featured a memorable move-in day.
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Playground project breaks barriers 
Playground interaction can be especially difficult and frustrating 
for children with communication challenges. But thanks to 
students in Rachel Terlop’s Foundations of Inclusive Education 
class, those children now have a game-changing tool to overcome 
communication barriers and have more fun.

“We were talking in class [last fall] about different accessibility 
features that have popped up like fidget spinners, accessible 
furniture, wobble stools, that type of thing,” said Terlop. “We came 
across a TikTok of another town that had communication boards 
and the students were like, ‘Wow! That’s really neat.’”

Her students were eager to see if they could create something similar 
for use in the Indianola community. Leveraging access to free online 
learning development tools, they came up with some clever concepts. 

“Our students started creating some really cool stuff,” said Terlop. 
“So, I thought we could actually pitch this to the local playgrounds, 
because it’s not something we have.”

Terlop emailed all the local elementary schools and got an 
enthusiastic response from John Fitzpatrick, the then principal at 
Emerson Elementary School in Indianola. Terlop and her students 
presented their final ideas to Fitzpatrick, who selected the concept 
created by Jenna Norris ’26.

Formally known as Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
(AAC) boards, the signs are intended to enhance inclusivity and 
accessibility for children of all abilities. As such, AAC boards 
facilitate non-vocal communication and promote social interaction 
by allowing children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
other disabilities, as well as non-native English speakers, to express 
their needs, feelings and desires through visual symbols and icons. 

Growing the Project

The Emerson board, funded largely through crowdsource donations, 
was installed late last year. Simpson then ultimately secured a $3,000 
grant from the Warren County Philanthropic Partnership to grow the 
project beyond the Emerson prototype. By year's end, Terlop expects 
10 boards to be installed at schools and playgrounds across Indianola.

“If you want to make a difference in your community, you have to 
listen to what the needs are and figure out a solution,” says Terlop. 
“I want my students to be problem solvers. These are the types of 
projects and tools that allow them to see that it’s not just about the 
lesson, it’s also about community.”

Their project has also gone global in exciting ways. Last year, Terlop 
used a Simpson Creativity and Research Grant for a journey to Kenya 
– where she previously taught — to collaborate with professors at 10 
different schools. The fundraising she did there made it possible to 
provide two sign boards in the Nairobi community. 

This year, one of Terlop’s students is creating more boards that will 
be sent to Kenya. Another student is working with the Tibetan 
Children’s Village in India to enhance children’s literature with 
picture icons. There is seemingly no end to the possibilities her 
students can picture. 

“Our students are asked to champion continual innovation, 
leveraging technology to build inclusive, accessible, and non-
discriminatory learning environments where every student can 
succeed,” said Terlop. “By working towards these standards in our 
program and creating opportunities to apply their technological, 
pedagogical, and content knowledge, we prepare them for accessible 
and inclusive education in the digital era." 

Picturing 
Inclusion

These types of projects allow 
students to see that it’s not 
just about the lesson, it’s also 
about the community.

— Rachel Terlop

Education Instructor Rachel Terlop and her class have designed 
communication boards for use at school playgrounds and parks 
across Indianola. 

Trustees Earn
Executive Promotions

Kenney Named 
AAI CEO

Board of Trustees members Deanna 
Strable-Soethout and Nicole Crain 
’05 were recently promoted to new 
executive leadership positions with 
their respective organizations. Strable-
Soethout has been named president 
and CEO of Principal Financial 
Group, effective January 2025. She 
has been with Principal for nearly 
35 years while serving in numerous 
leadership roles.

In October, Crain was selected to 
become the next president of the 
Iowa Association of Business and 
Industry (ABI). Crain will succeed 
longtime ABI president Mike 
Ralston, who is retiring at the end 
of the year. She has served as ABI’s 
executive vice president since 2019. 

Deanna Strable-Soethout

Nicole Crain

Julie (Kock) Kenney

Osborn is Opera “Sänger des Jahres”
International opera tenor sensation John Osborn ’94 has earned 
another prestigious accolade. Opernwelt Magazin — a German 
magazine devoted to opera, operetta and ballet — recently named 
Osborn its "Sänger des Jahres" (Singer of the Year) for the 2023-24 
performance season. 
  
A panel of 44 journalists selected Osborn for his latest honor in 
competition with thousands of other artists. Osborn was recognized 
for his stellar performance as Eléazar in the Opera Frankfurt 
production of LA JUIVE, as well as for his stage brilliance in several 
other productions throughout Europe — including performances in 
Rome and Madrid. 
  
“To feel honored is an absolute understatement,” said Osborn. “I am 
humbled to know that I have received such prestigious recognition 
in a world that is very diverse, subjective and competitive.” 
  
Osborn’s brilliant 30-year career dates to his senior year at Simpson, 
when he won a National Council Award from the Metropolitan Opera. 
He made his professional debut with the Des Moines Metro Opera 
in 1993 and joined the Met's Young Artist Development Program 
after graduating from Simpson. Since then, he has performed in 
many productions around the world, winning numerous accolades 
and awards along the way. 

Julie (Kock) Kenney ’04 
began her new role this fall 
as CEO of Agribusiness 
Association of Iowa (AAI) 
— the nation’s largest state 
agribusiness association.  

Kenney has been active in 
the agribusiness industry 
for more than 20 years, 
including five years as 

deputy secretary of Agriculture for Iowa. At AAI, she leads 
the organization whose members make up the complete 
business network that empowers Iowa’s agriculture.
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FACULTY PURSUITS

The Power of Perspective
Professors Jed Forman and Aswati Subramanian believe one part of a 
professor's role is to create life-changing experiences. The May Term 
course they led in India this spring certainly fits that category. During 
the 18-day trip, 14 students and two parents explored India with a 
focus on the diaspora of Tibetan people within the country. Along 
the way, they had the thrill of meeting His Holiness, the 14th Dalai 
Lama, Tenzin Gyatso. 
 
"Everything we did was so special, but it is almost impossible to beat 
the blessing we received from the Dalai Lama," said student Memphis 
Dunsdon '26 in an interview with the Des Moines Register. "I do 
not consider myself to be very religious but from understanding the 
history of the Dalai Lama and the things he has done, this blessing 
meant the world to me, and it is something I will cherish forever."   
  

Making the May Term   
Forman, the Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation assistant professor 
of Buddhist Studies, knew he wanted to make this trip happen 
before coming to Simpson. "When I was living in India doing my 
Ph.D. work, one of my mentors had a study abroad program in 
central India and I saw how amazing it was for the students. So, 
when I was being interviewed, they asked what I would like to do if 
I came to Simpson, and [this trip] was one of the first things I said." 
 
He began planning the trip with the help of Professor Subramanian, 
who was born and raised in India. "I lived in India for the first 11 
years of my life, went to the Middle East, then went back to India 
for my undergrad and master's. It is my home," said Subramanian. 
Though not born and raised there, Forman lived in India for 
15 months during his studies and has returned every year to a 
monastery in the South called Sera Jey. 
 

Forman's connections from his time at Sera Jey played a huge role 
in planning the May term course. Leveraging those connections, 
Forman arranged for the incredible opportunity for students to stay 
at Sera Jey and ultimately receive a blessing from the Dalai Lama.   
  

The Visit of a Lifetime    
Meeting the Dalai Lama was an extraordinary experience for everyone. 
"It was emotional," said Forman. "I've seen the Dalai Lama on 
several occasions, even back when I was a teenager in Massachusetts, 
but always from afar. This was my first time having a face-to-face 
encounter. It really felt like a culmination of years and years being 
immersed in this tradition, and now to have this moment, it was 
meaningful for me." 
 
Though she had lived in India for a combined 15 years, Subramanian had 
also not yet met the Dalai Lama. But when she did, she was speechless. 
"We had all rehearsed a line or two to greet him, but when you're there 
and seeing his face, you just forget everything. It was surreal." 
 
The students had similar reactions, including Bella Tranquilino '24. 
"I almost blacked out," said Tranquilino. "I was super nervous but also 
very excited at the same time. The best way to describe it is surreal."  
 
Forman took great pride in watching how the students handled the 
experience. "They understood the gravitas of it," said Forman. "I was 
really proud of them. The way they conducted themselves, they really 
understood how rare an opportunity that was." 
   

More Than a Moment    
Meeting the Dalai Lama was the highlight for many students, but 
there was so much more to the trip. Subramanian wanted to be sure 
the students saw more than one piece of the country's culture to give 
them a more authentic vision of the country.
 
"I wanted the students to experience a contrast from the slow and 
peaceful monastic lifestyle because that's not the India most people 
are used to," said Subramanian. "We did a week in Sera Jey, and then 
we went to Bangalore, which is a major city. We then traveled to 
Dharamsala, a northeastern city in the foothills of the Himalayas. It 
was important for the students to see three different sites, so they didn't 
just have a monochromatic view of the country. Having said that, even 
covering three cities doesn't give a comprehensive view of India."  
 
They also had the chance to trek the Himalayas, which was a 
surprisingly calming moment for Tranquilino. "One of the best parts 
was hiking in the Himalayan mountains because you always hear 
about them, but it's very rare for people to experience them. And I 
have a deep love for nature. Being at such a high elevation but still 
feeling grounded is an experience you could only dream about."   
  

Forever Changed    
Given the magnitude of the mountaintop moments experienced 
in such a profoundly different culture, students had so much to 
process. Returning home, they needed to unpack more than  
their suitcases. 
 

"When we got back, some of the students asked to meet up to process  
what they were going through," said Subramanian. "They fully realized 
the magnitude of their experience. They felt something authentic 
was missing in their lives back home. The trip pushed them to think 
about what they could do differently."  

Forman explained that experiencing new cultures can be "destabilizing," 
but he doesn't believe that is a bad thing. "They started asking big 
questions and reevaluating what's important to them," said Forman. 
"A lot of them said, 'I'm really thinking differently about what I want 
to do with my life and what is important to me.' To be bombarded 
with something so different can make you reflect on what was taken 
for granted before." 

Forman and Subramanian believe the mind's expansion through these 
new experiences is essential for true growth. They say Simpson faculty 
understand and encourage this through classroom exercises and study 
abroad experiences. 
 
"I think what a good teacher does is really instill a sense of curiosity," 
said Forman. "At Simpson, our faculty can instill that wonder in 
students and investment in getting interested in the world. When you 
get that opportunity to be in another country, and you can take a step 
back, you really come away with a new perspective."

Forman says meeting the Dalai Lama felt like “a culmination of years 
and years being immersed in this [Buddhist] tradition.”

Student Bella Tranquilino ’24 receives her blessing
from the Dalai Lama.

Students and Venerable Thabkhe (second row, second from right) visited the Karuna Home for the Disabled, founded by Lama Khube Rinpoche, pictured 
holding the Simpson flag (right) with his associate Geshe Jangchup (holding flag left.)

Dalai Lama blessing highlights transformational learning abroad
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GROWING ENROLLMENT

First-Year Satisfaction Survey
Percentage who agree/strongly agree  

Fantastic First 
Impressions
New students are loving life at Simpson College. Satisfaction surveys tell the story. Simpson is earning enthusiastic 
endorsements from the great majority of first-year students. Meet members of the 2028 Class and learn why they 
are so excited to be here.

Johny Amina 
Lowden, IA 
Major:
Health and Exercise Science 
Activities: 
Sports Communication, 
Basketball,  Track & Field, 
Student Ambassador  

Simpson is a school where you can live how you want. 
The College offers fantastic and unique scholarship 
opportunities that other schools don't offer — it’s 
accessible to any student from any walk of life. Simpson 
definitely feels like home.

Tommie Roberts 
Wentzville, MO 
Major:
Health & Exercise Science 
Activities:
Volleyball, FCA, Intramurals 

I really like the small campus, the teacher to student ratio, 
and the volleyball team was extremely welcoming and nice. 
As cliché as it sounds, I really just felt like I belonged here.

Arturo Hernandez 
Hendersonville, NC 
Major:
Business Management 
Activities:
Soccer 

I chose Simpson because compared to my other college 
visits to bigger schools, I felt more connected and engaged 
with the people who welcomed me.

Thanks in large part to the Simpson Promise, Aracelli Tapetillo ’26 has thrived in 
college while helping her mom realize her own educational dreams. 

Initially, Simpson was not a top choice for Araceli Tapetillo ’26. 
She simply assumed, like too many others also do, that a private 
college education is just too expensive. But she kept an open mind, 
heeding the counsel of her mom to “find the best college.” So began 
her surprising journey. 

“I didn't think of Simpson until one of my friends told me they 
were applying here,” said Tapetillo. “I was like, ‘okay, I'll see what 
this is about.’ So, I came on a beautiful October day and thought 
this environment seems nice.” 

Still, Tapetillo worried about the financial feasibility of attending 
Simpson. Her fears vanished when she received her financial aid 
offer detailing a full-tuition scholarship made possible by the 
Simpson Promise. 

Simpson Promise
Becomes Family Gift

“I believed that going to college I would graduate with tens of 
thousands of dollars in debt,” said Tapetillo. “When I found out all 
of my tuition would be covered, it was surreal.” 

With tuition worries gone, the Ottumwa, Iowa, native grew 
confident about choosing Simpson. 

“The combination of financial aid, the opportunity to run cross 
country and track, and to have a small community feel close to 
Des Moines and not too far from home made Simpson the perfect 
package for me,” she said.  

Majoring in elementary education and liberal arts while minoring in 
math and Spanish, Tapetillo is making the most of her educational 
experience. In addition to competing in varsity sports, she holds 
several leadership positions on campus, including as a residence hall 
community advisor (CA). 

Tapetillo says thriving at Simpson is a way to honor and thank 
her mom for all the sacrifices she made and for teaching her the 
powerful value of education. The Simpson Promise has eased family 
financial burdens enough to help Tapetillo’s mom continue her 
pursuit of a nursing degree at Mercy College. 

“My mom and I wouldn't be able to further our studies without 
support from Simpson and its donors,” said Tapetillo. “And 
without Simpson, I wouldn't have as many opportunities to take 
on leadership roles, participate in a college sport, and to find a 
community that I genuinely love — one that is pushing me and 
makes me feel like I belong. I'm not sure I would have ever gotten 
all this at a bigger university or college.”
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Interestingly, both Oplt and Spooner had Simpson roommates 
(Larry Clark ’72 and Marty Hotovec ’84, respectively) who hailed 
from Pocahontas. Additionally, several of Shaner’s nine extended 
family members who attended Simpson also can trace roots to 
Pocahontas — including a niece and nephew who are at Simpson 
now. The list of Pocahontas alumni going on to thrive at Simpson is 
indeed impressive, including Shaner’s contemporary Amy (Hudek) 
Terry ’90, a Hall-of-Fame track & field athlete.

Glad to Give Back
Shaner’s many unique ties between Simpson and Pocahontas 
prompted him to create something special to grow and strengthen 
the connection between his college alma mater and childhood home. 
Shaner established an endowed scholarship to benefit Simpson 
students coming from Pocahontas County, as part of the College’s 
All-In for Iowa 99 County Full-Tuition Scholarship Program.

His generosity reflects a deep sense of gratitude for the education 
and all the opportunities Simpson and Pocahontas provided him.

“I am constantly grateful for the outcomes that happened. I want 
that available for other kids in the [Pocahontas] community to come 
down and have a similar experience [to mine]. What has given us the 
opportunity to be who we are needs to be repaid or it will disappear.”

In addition to providing life-shaping student scholarship support, 
Shaner is back on campus every year to share his insightful expertise 
with Simpson business students, including those in the ESAF 
course that inspired his illustrious career. Incidentally, today’s ESAF 
students continue to manage the same portfolio Shaner did during 
his time at Simpson, which surpassed $1 million in value in 2021. 

Trevor Shaner ’92 has enjoyed a prosperous career in 
the financial services industry with UBS (Union Bank 
of Switzerland), formerly PaineWebber & Co., one of 
the largest wealth and asset management firms in the 
world. Having held a variety of senior leadership roles, 
he currently serves as managing director in UBS’ West 
Des Moines office. Sharing his success with Simpson 
is one of the most important fruits of his labor.

Growing up in the small town of Pocahontas, Iowa, Shaner followed 
his father’s footsteps to Simpson, mainly, he says, because “I was the 
orneriest of five boys and my dad knew that Simpson could kind of 
track me in.” 

His dad was right. Shaner admits getting off to a bit of a slow start 
at Simpson, but he was fortunate to have two great mentors quickly 
intervene and help him get rolling the right way. Hall-of-Fame Track 
& Field coach, the late Keith Ellingson, and longtime economics 
professor Frank Colella, who passed away in May 2024, were not 
about to let Shaner squander his Simpson opportunity. 

“They took it upon themselves to sit me down and say, ‘Listen, son, 
we’ve got to get you refocused, if you want to do what you said you 
were going to do.’”

Finding His Way
Shaner took their counsel to heart, employing an altered academic 
plan to get on track. As fate would have it, one of the classes he took 
as part of that plan was ECON 338 – the Eberhart Student Aid 
Fund (ESAF). The unique offering gave Shaner and his classmates 
the opportunity to gain real-world investment experience by 
managing a sub-portfolio of the College’s endowment. At the time, 
the portfolio was worth about $100,000.

“It was real money that students got to make recommendations about 
and actually manage investments through individual stock purchases,” 
said Shaner. “I think what shocked me at the time is that it was such a 
large pool of money they were willing to entrust to kids. It got my 
attention, and I enjoyed it — enough so that I was involved in working 
with the ESAF project every semester from that point until I graduated.”

During that time, Shaner made the first of what would prove to 
be many Simpson connections at PaineWebber, now UBS, when 
Professor Colella called on Simpson trustee and UBS Senior Vice 
President Jymm Oplt ’72 to explore opportunities for Shaner. 

Oplt and his UBS colleague, Jim Spooner ’82, hired Shaner as an 
intern between his junior and senior year. He wound up securing 
a full-time position as a financial advisor there right out of college 
and he’s been with the firm for nearly 33 years. The trio formed 
their current UBS management group in 2010 and the firm has 
continued to open doors for Simpson student interns and full-time 
professionals over the last 20 years.

I am constantly grateful for 
the outcomes that happened 
[at Simpson]. I want that 
available for other kids in the 
[Pocahontas] community to 
have a similar experience  
[to mine].

— Trevor Shaner ’92 

Join alumni, parents and friends of Simpson 
in making a recurring or one-time gift to 
The Simpson Fund.

GO ALL-IN FOR

Support Simpson Students.
Visit simpson.edu/give
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The students have changed over the years, Shaner says, but the breadth 
of valuable, real-world skills they gain at Simpson remains consistent 
— giving today’s students all the same advantages he has enjoyed. 

“One of the unique things about Simpson is just the way they 
structure their curriculum. We become more well-rounded 
individuals and that aids into the sales part of what I do. A Simpson 
education allows you to relate to a broader spectrum of people and 
to know a little about a lot versus a lot about a little.”
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Jay Byers’ journey to Simpson began in the fall of 1988, when he 
first visited campus as a prospective student. His interest was sparked 
by his late father, a high school guidance counselor at the time and 
friend of Simpson’s former longtime financial aid director Bill Geiger. 

On his first visit, Byers met legendary political science professor 
emeritus Dr. John Epperson, who would become his adviser and 
mentor. Inspired by that meeting and his dreams of experiencing 
basketball glory under Hall-of-Fame coach Bruce Wilson, the 6’ 6” 
Byers knew Simpson would be a perfect college home. And he 
couldn’t wait to get here.

“I vividly remember when my parents dropped me off on campus in 
the fall of 1989,” said Byers in his Inaugural address. “As they drove 
away, I thought to myself — freedom!”

And Byers wasn’t disappointed. In fact, he said, “my experience at 
Simpson as a student far exceeded my expectations.” Though he only 
played basketball for a year, Byers quickly found many other ways to 
be actively engaged in campus life. In addition to becoming president 
of his ATO fraternity, he was mentored by three faculty giants while 
participating in Model United Nations with adviser Eduardo Magalhaes 
III, writing for the Simpsonian under the direction of Brian Steffen and 
taking part in Pre-Law Society with Marilyn Mueller.

Graduating from Simpson with plans to pursue a career in law, Byers 
only briefly practiced law before venturing out on a much different 
path. Making his way back to Indianola and Des Moines, he became 
a prominent leader in his work with Congressman Leonard Boswell and 
advancing the fortunes of Iowa’s capital city and the region as president 
and CEO of the Greater Des Moines Partnership. 

Little did he know his fascinating professional journey would 
ultimately take him full circle — back to Simpson.

An Unforgettable Homecoming 
Homecoming weekend 2024 provided a most fitting opportunity 
to stage Byers’ Inauguration. The historic celebration in Smith 
Chapel featured greetings from distinguished guests and members 
of the Simpson community, as well as memorable music and other 
creative performances.

"Today, our community is beaming with pride as we formally invest 
our new president with the medallion of Simpson College,” said Board 
of Trustees Chair Terry Handley ’09. “We have full confidence in 
President Byers and his ability to lead this College with distinction 
in the months and years to come." 

Simpson Associate Professor of Biology Aswati Subramanian followed 
Handley’s remarks with words of appreciation for Byers’ innovative 
and inclusive leadership. 

"I see [President Byers’] ability to look beyond the confines and 
rigidity of structure, rules and outdated ideals,” said Subramanian. 
“As we enter a new period of guidance and energy toward fresh 
visions with an abundance mindset, I am excited to see the leadership 
ability that forms a well-integrated, diverse and thriving ecosystem 
that is Simpson."

Amanda Zwanziger, president and CEO of the Indianola Chamber 
of Commerce, said Byers’ appointment as Simpson’s president has 
made everyone feel like a big winner.

“On multiple occasions, the words ‘we won the lottery’ were used 
— by alumni, community leaders and business owners,” she said. 
“Not only did Simpson College gain the absolute best, so did our 
community. He understands partnerships, cares about people, and is 
a visionary who puts things into action. We simply couldn't ask for 
a better leader for the most important institution in our community.  
Could we be any luckier?” 
 
Others offering special greetings included Gary Steinke, president 
of the Iowa Association of Independent Colleges and Universities; 
Katie Dawson '06, assistant to the Bishop for the Iowa Conference 
United Methodist Church; Martha Davis-Goldstein '08, president 
of the Simpson College Alumni Association; and Simpson College 
Student Body President Sarah Roberts '25.

Memorable music included a powerful rendition of Mozart's 
Sull'aria…che soave zeffiretto by Meghan Kassanders ’14 and 
Kaylah Hicok ’18. Simpson’s Chamber Singers and Choir also 
delighted attendees with a soothing version of Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters. And Billy Weathers ’13 brought the house down with a 
wildly creative and humorous spoken word performance.

The Inauguration of
President Jay Byers ’93
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President Byers received a lengthy standing ovation when presented with the 
Simpson Medallion commemorating his investiture as president.

Coe College President David Hayes, Byers’ law school classmate and 
longtime friend, introduced Byers for his Inaugural Address.
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Homecoming weekend 2024 featured a glorious celebration, kicked off by the 
Inauguration of President Jay Byers ’93. Picture-perfect weather greeted game-
day tailgaters with live music from the Sonny Humbucker Band providing a 
winning vibe for football and soccer victories. Nite Glow balloons kept spirits 
soaring Saturday night, before Sunday worship at First United Methodist 
Church and Pi Beta Phi’s 150th anniversary alumni reunion gathering closed 
out an unforgettable weekend. 
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24 |  SIMPSON: THE MAGAZINE FALL 2024  | 25

Layna Depping ’25, Sam Derning ’25, Paul Llamas ’25 and 
Maddy Streicher ’25 have enjoyed some amazing research 
opportunities during their time at Simpson, but nothing compares 
to the collective thrill of their current work together doing 
astrobiology research for NASA.

“My other research has been in life sciences, drug metabolism and 
prevention of overdose, things like that,” said Derning. “This is just 
completely out of my wheelhouse — growing an organism in an 
environment that hasn't been grown in before. So, being on the 
cutting edge of this kind of research is super cool.”

The students’ rare opportunity is made possible by an Iowa NASA 
EPSCoR Research Building seed grant secured by their mentor 
Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Science Dr. 
Aswati Subramanian. The $30,600 grant supports NASA-relevant 
science and engineering research within Iowa. 

Doing Weighty Science
Working with Dr. Subramanian and two collaborators at NASA, 
the students will spend this academic year examining how 
microorganisms called tetrahedra can grow at hyper gravity. Each 
student will carry out specific roles as they do tests employing a 
centrifuge machine to create the centrifugal force necessary to 
separate various components of a fluid.  

“Since I was a kid, I’ve been interested in knowing more about 
space,” said Llamas, a biology major from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. 
“Combining that interest with my passion for learning more about 
how cells change in different conditions is a dream come true. I 
hope to get a good understanding of astrobiology research and apply 
it to my future research on different types of brain cells.” 

Streicher says she sees the extraordinary opportunity to do NASA 
research as a springboard to even greater things ahead. 

“I feel like this is really just the beginning for me,” said Streicher. 
“This project and working so closely with doctor S [Subramanian] 
really sets up success in my future in thinking critically like a 
researcher and asking questions that nobody’s thought of before. It’s 
just about constantly pushing the boundaries of current knowledge. 
That’s not only valuable for my career, but it also benefits potentially 
limitless numbers of people.”  

Faculty Mentors Make Their Impact
Depping shares Streicher’s gratefulness for Subramanian’s 
mentorship, along with the mentoring she’s received from other 
Simpson faculty. 

“I’ve particularly appreciated Dr. Subramanian’s encouragement 
to pursue my interests and her openness to exploring new ideas,” 
said Depping. “She is always eager to dive into new projects and is 
genuinely enthusiastic about getting involved and helping in any 
way she can.”

In Derning’s case, he is quick to underscore the profound impact 
Dr. Derek Lyons, associate professor of chemistry, has had on his 
development as a scientist. Lyons helped Derning secure summer 
research opportunities at the University of Kansas Medical Center 
and the University of Colorado Medical Center, while also working 
side by side with him at Simpson.

“Professor Lyons has been incredibly influential,” said Derning. 
“He's just helped me so much. We’ve done a lot of great research 
together and we have a good relationship outside of the lab. He's 
even helped me write my personal statement for pharmacy school.”

Indeed, Derning and his research mates have some lofty aspirations 
post Simpson. Derning interviewed for graduate school admission to 
the University of North Carolina and the University of Michigan — 
the #1 and #3 pharmacy schools, respectively, in the nation. 

Depping is destined for medical school in the Midwest, exploring 
and interviewing with Des Moines University and the University 
of Iowa’s Carver College of Medicine. Streicher is eager to pursue a 
Ph.D. program in either cancer biology or immunology, preferably in 
the Midwest, as well. Llamas is looking at several neuroscience Ph.D. 
programs, including the University of Rochester, Yale and MIT. 

Just Getting Started
Subramanian says many more Simpson students are likely to benefit 
from unique research opportunities with NASA, as she looks to 
apply to more extensive federally distributed NASA-EPSCoR grants.

“Such projects make academia exciting, accessible, inclusive and 
engaging for our students,” said Subramanian. “In the future, I plan 
to expand this research to include other departments and divisions 
across campus. There is significant potential for interdisciplinary 
collaboration.”

Subramanian hopes to secure sufficient grant funding to establish 
a space biology lab at Simpson. She says such a lab would create 
more student research opportunities while also building a pipeline 
for those students to join NASA labs for summer internships and/or 
post-graduate studies.
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Out of this World

Fab Four NASA Researchers

NASA grant gives students unique research opportunity.
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Alli Parker Wilber ‘19 and Lucas Wilber ‘21 
married June 26, 2024. The couple resides in 
Milwaukee, WI. 

Simone Eileen Dubois, February 2024,  
to Molly Burkemper Dubois ‘12 and  
Jeremy Dubois ‘12

Kennedi Wright Vasconez ‘23 and Caleb 
Vasconez ‘23 married June 15, 2024. The couple 
resides in Des Moines, IA. 

Frederick Matthew Meints, December 10, 2023 
to Haley Blum Meints ‘17 and  
Braden Meints ‘18.

Rachel Freland Gale ‘19 and Joey Gale ‘19 
married June 29, 2024. The couple resides in  
St. Petersburg, FL. 

Nash James Bunting, February 10, 2024  
to Megan Buitendrop Bunting ‘18 and  
Trey Bunting ‘19.

Turner Patrick Severn, May 2, 2024 
to Abigail Louden Severn ‘12 and  
August Severn ‘13. 

TOURING THE YEARS

Marriages

Births / Adoptions

In an effort to be better stewards of our resources, the Class Notes portion of Touring the Years is published 
electronically. We invite you to visit simpson.edu/classnotes to view the accomplishments of our alumni.

If you wish to receive a printed copy of Class Notes, please contact alumni.office@simpson.edu.

To submit accomplishments and updates to be included in
future editions, visit simpson.edu/alumni/update

In Memoriam
Norma Walk Pegram-Kliment ’50 
October 17, 2023, Carlisle, Iowa.  
 
Aaron Lewit ‘69 
March 7, 2024, Hoboken, New Jersey 
 
Marlene Wood McMeans ‘61 
April 3, 2024, San Bernadino, California  
 
Roger “Rusty” Bales ‘80 
April 6, 2024, Knoxville, Iowa 
 
Chandler Harbers Bowerman ‘05 
April 6, 2024, Vancouver, Washington 
 
Lois Warren Logan ‘54 
April 13, 2024, Marion, Iowa 
 
Richard Walters Jr. ‘78 
April 22, 2024, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
Michael Richardson ‘77 
April 23, 2024, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
 
Charlotte Garlock Jamison ‘53 
April 26, 2024, Ames, Iowa 
 
James “Jim” Allen ‘57 
April 27, 2024, Indianola, Iowa 
 
Ilo Burns Eveland ‘51 
May 1, 2024, Indianola, Iowa 
 
Leona Brown ‘70 
May 1, 2024, Nevada, Iowa 
 
Barbara Hubbard Prather ‘62 
May 2, 2024, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Loy Christensen ‘71 
May 21, 2024, Creston, Iowa 
 
Martha Schmidt Potter ‘58 
May 21, 2024, Hoquiam, Washington 
 
Cecil Rhoads ‘51 
May 26, 2024, Nevada, Iowa 
 
Raymond Lott ‘51 
May 28, 2024, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Sharon Van Helten Nelson ‘63 
June 2, 2024, Clear Lake, Iowa 
 

Margaret Officer Duncan ‘52 
June 8, 2024, Asheville, North Carolina 
 
Arlan Brown ‘57 
June 10, 2024, Indianola, Iowa 
 
Steve Grgurich Jr ‘77 
June 13, 2024, Williamson, Iowa 
 
Janice Haefner Halverson ‘53 
June 13, 2024, Waterloo, Iowa 
 
Ray Campbell ‘71 
June 18, 2024, Coralville, Iowa 
 
Gelene Henley Listro ‘68 
June 24, 2024, Bradenton, Florida 
 
Jennifer Holmes Elbert ‘06 
June 25, 2024, Grimes, Iowa 
 
Dennis Ohl ‘77 
July 7, 2024, Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin 
 
Le Roy Cakerice ‘57 
July 7, 2024, Ames, Iowa 
 
Julie Black Ray ‘65 
July 7, 2024, San Francisco, California 
 
Roy Ball ‘53 
July 10, 2024, Lees Summit, Missouri 
 
Barbara Chandler ‘80 
July 15, 2024, Sacramento, California 
 
Mary Williams Ervin ‘45 
July 16, 2024, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Mary Hetzel Youngkin ‘55 
July 17, 2024, Wildwood, Missouri 
 
Dean Blinn ‘64 
July 22, 2024, Redmond, Washington 
 
Bernadine Hodges Cozad ‘52 
July 26, 2024, Indianola, Iowa 
 
Theodore “Ted” Hansen ‘52 
August 7, 2024, Guthrie Center, Iowa 
 
James “Jim” Riley ‘62 
September 5, 2024, Galesville, Wisconsin 
 

Robert Watts ‘59 
September 8, 2024, Peoria, Illinois 
 
Daryl Rockey ‘73 
September 14, 2024, West Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Christina Schoon ‘08 
September 10, 2024, Clive, Iowa 
 
James Frank ‘66 
October 14, 2024, Ankeny, Iowa 
 
Robert White ‘52 
October 19, 2024, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Susan Watkins Dirks ‘75 
October 23, 2024, Marion, Iowa 
 
Carroll “Bill” Schall Jr ‘55 
November 2, 2024, Jefferson, Iowa
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Heartfelt Connections
The official installation of President Byers included the honor of 
having Dr. Epperson present him with the Simpson medallion — 
symbolizing  the president’s commitment to Simpson’s mission and 
the Office of the Presidency.

Following the investiture, Coe College President David T. Hayes 
introduced Byers for his formal address with a touching tribute to his 
former University of Iowa Law School classmate while mixing in a few 
friendly jabs discussing their days sharing the stage as bandmates.

"You demand the center front of every stage,” Hayes joked. “And 
you annoyingly had to stop everything to tune, and you wouldn't 
even let me have a microphone, which, [think about] shared 
governance, come on.”

Hayes also mused about Byers’ many realistic Halloween costumes 
over the years, such as Abe Lincoln, Sully from Monsters Inc., and 
a "too spot on" version of Napoleon Dynamite. Turning more 
serious, Hayes offered that Byers carries the many inspiring qualities 
portrayed by the character Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings trilogy.

"Your leadership is rooted in knowledge produced by an inquiring 
and nimble mind. Gandalf's leadership stands out because he doesn't 
lead through force or authority but through guidance, mentorship 
and the ability in others to rise to the occasion. You possess this 
ability to mentor and nurture, and it will serve this community well. 
The willingness to serve and lift others up is a noble purpose. It’s 
what you will do for Simpson students.”

Pursuing Innovative Excellence
Byers’ Inauguration Address focused on the College’s need to 
“embrace the Simpson of the future.” While recognizing the great 
momentum established through recent facility upgrades, program 
enhancements and growing enrollment and retention success, Byers 
is counting on college-wide and community collaboration to make 
certain Simpson thrives for generations to come.

“We must continue to step up our game to show an even stronger 
value proposition for our students, parents and community partners,” 
said Byers. “We must dig deep to be innovative and creative in our 
collective efforts to take our future by storm.”

To that end, Byers said, the College is launching a new strategic 
planning initiative that will fully engage trustees, faculty, staff and 
students in creating a promising future. Fostering a culture of active 
engagement, open communication, excitement and fun on campus will 
be key, he says, while asserting that the College must continue to pursue 
visionary opportunities in academics and co-curricular activities. 

Byers believes Simpson is uniquely positioned to take liberal arts 
learning to the next level. He eagerly anticipates the exciting new 
ways in which the College will prepare coming generations of students 
to be responsibly engaged global citizens with readily adaptable skills 
to thrive in any circumstance.

“Simpson instills a commitment to lifelong learning and is effective 
at teaching what I call ‘power skills’ or  ‘life skills,’ such as leadership 
development, teamwork, collaboration, communication, problem 
solving…These are critically important competencies that transcend 
jobs and careers and can’t be replaced by artificial intelligence or 
machine learning. Moving forward we must look at what more we 
can do to integrate these life skills into our curriculum and overall 
student programming.”

Sweet Send Off
Following his remarks, Byers surprised the audience by singing 
“Homeward Bound” with his Homeward Bound bandmate David 
Pulliam. The ceremony closed with a moving musical remembrance 
of President Byers’ mother, Joyce Jensen Byers, who died in 1979 at 
the age of 38, when Jay was in elementary school. 

A recording of Joyce’s piano solo of the “Lord’s Prayer” – performed as 
a 11-year-old in 1952 and captured on a vinyl record – was played as a 
beautiful benediction punctuating a grand day in Simpson’s history. 

Always looking ahead, Byers is eager to write the next thrilling 
chapter in Simpson’s story as he partners with dedicated board 
members, faculty, staff, students, alumni and the College’s many 
faithful benefactors to reach new heights of distinction.

“Having served as Simpson’s president for more than a year, I am more 
optimistic now than ever about what’s ahead. Together, we can make 
Simpson College a national model of success for small liberal arts 
colleges. Let’s make it happen — our time is now.”

I am more optimistic now than ever about 
what’s ahead. Together, we can make 
Simpson College a national model of 
success for small liberal arts colleges. 
Let’s make it happen — our time is now.

– President Byers
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Byers and Homeward Bound bandmate David Pulliam closed 
Inauguration by singing the classic Simon & Garfunkel hit for which 
their band is named.

Billy Weathers ’13 (far left, opposite page) delighted Inauguration attendees 
with a brilliant spoken word performance while Meghan Kassanders ’14 
and Kaylah Hicok ’18 (center) delivered a powerful soprano duet for the 
gathering at Smith Chapel. 
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The good times keep rolling at Simpson. Summer started with 
Simpson’s RAGBRAI team and thousands of other bikers pedaling 
their way through campus. A few weeks after welcoming a sea of 
cyclists, we greeted a fresh storm of students — the largest incoming 
class in more than a decade. Equally exciting, first- to second-year 
retention increased five percentage points to 81.3 percent. Our 
enrollment trajectory is certainly encouraging.

Exciting things are happening in the classroom, too. Esteemed 
faculty members in math and biology spearheaded efforts to secure 
impressive national grants. One grant from the National Science 
Foundation will be used to enhance our data analytics program. The 
other grant is making it possible for our students to collaborate in 
astrobiology research with NASA scientists. 

We also formed a partnership with Des Moines University, which 
will provide our students with preferred access into DMU’s many 
advanced degree programs for health care professions. You’ll read 
all about this big news and much more in this edition of Simpson: 
The Magazine. It’s inspiring to see the entire campus buzzing with 
momentum-building energy. 

I know that many of you have experienced that energy firsthand, 
especially those who were able to join us for our glorious Home-
coming Weekend celebrations. The highlights are too numerous to 
recount, but a few certainly stand out. 

Honoring Alumni Achievement Award winners and newly inducted 
Athletics Hall-of-Famers was inspiring. Saturday tailgating with 
dynamite live music and a special Nite Glow made possible by our 
friends with the National Balloon Classic were a real treat. And, of 

course, earning a trio of football and soccer home wins was extra 
special. The choir concert and joint worship service with First 
United Methodist Church were special, too. Finally, Pi Phi’s 150th 
anniversary celebration – featuring the reunion of 225 Simpson 
sorority sisters – capped off the weekend.

Hosting the Presidential Inauguration to lead off Homecoming 
weekend was a surreal honor for me. As I have said many times, 
when I was a Simpson student, I never imagined that I would one day 
be privileged to serve as your president. 

Having my Simpson adviser Dr. John Epperson present me with the 
Simpson Medallion on Inauguration Day was beyond humbling. I 
am so grateful for all who came to share in the special day, especially 
all the distinguished guest speakers and talented performers. What a 
moving moment Inauguration was in the Simpson College community.

The stage is set for even bigger and better things to come. We have 
begun a comprehensive strategic planning process as we endeavor to 
reach new heights of distinction as a nationally recognized leader in 
liberal arts education. More details to come as we turn the calendar 
to 2025. Rest assured, the entire Simpson community, including our 
alumni family, will play a vital role in creating a promising future. 
Together, we can, and we will, continue to make big things happen 
for Simpson College.

Roll Storm!

Jay Byers ’93 J.D.
President
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GROWING ENROLLMENT

First---Year In--State Enrollment 
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All- In for Iowa Tuition 
Scholarship Programs

$100K Promise 
Scholarship

Admitted Iowa students with 
an adjusted gross family 

income of $100,000 or less 
qualify for a full-tuition 

scholarship.

99 County
Scholarship

At least one admitted 
student from each of Iowa's  
99 counties will qualify for a 

full-tuition scholarship, 
regardless of need.

ICSD/DMPS
Promise Scholarship

First-time admitted
students from the Indianola 
Community School District 

or Des Moines Public Schools 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 

or higher in high-school or 
college will qualify for a 
full-tuition scholarship.

Simpson’s Fall 2024 first-year class features 75 percent of students 
from Iowa — up from 71 percent last year and 68 percent two years 
ago. In all, 31 states are represented in Simpson’s new incoming class, 
which includes 28 percent students of color — a four-percentage 
point increase over last year. Overall, total full-time undergraduate 
enrollment for Fall 2024 increased to 1,201 —  a 10 percent gain over 
2023-24.  

The surge in enrollment is accompanied by related good news. Net 
tuition revenue per student is the highest it’s been in recent history. 
Meanwhile, first-year to second-year retention is up five percentage 
points to 81.3 percent, which is also the strongest showing in more 
than a decade. Finally, the academic profile of the incoming class 
remains strong with the average GPA still above 3.5. The momentum 
is palpable.

“There is tremendous excitement about what is happening at 
Simpson,” said President Jay Byers. “It starts with outstanding faculty 
and staff who are personally invested in seeing students thrive. 
Moreover, our investments in facilities and programs to enhance the 
student experience, along with our ever-increasing commitment to 
maximizing access and affordability is making all the difference. We 
are proud to lead the way in making a great education affordable for 
all qualified students, regardless of economic circumstances.”

Staying on Offense
Seeking to maintain momentum, Simpson has unveiled two new, full-
tuition programs for Fall 2025, targeting high-achieving students from 
local public schools. Introduced as the “Indianola Community School 
District and Des Moines Public Schools Promise,” these programs 
will make it possible for students with a 3.5 GPA or higher to attend 

Simpson tuition free. Like all other programs under the All-In for 
Iowa umbrella, the scholarships are renewable each year.

“These scholarships will be huge in helping us compete for the 
strongest students right in our backyard,” said Mlodzik. “We’re already 
up 50 percent in admitted students from Des Moines Public Schools, 
and there is great enthusiasm among Indianola students and their 
families, as well.”

Buzz about the new scholarships for outstanding Indianola and 
DMPS students has been fueled by high levels of social media 
engagement and widespread media coverage, which included glowing 
endorsements from Indianola and DMPS leadership.

“It’s exciting,” Des Moines East High School Principal Jill Versteeg 
told WHO-TV news. “[Simpson’s scholarships] create an opportunity 
that rewards students for how hard they have worked and helps them 
see a future that they maybe didn’t think they had.”

The positive publicity and growing word-of-mouth touting Simpson’s 
All-In for Iowa full-tuition scholarships are helping people get past the 
barrier of tuition sticker shock to discover the true cost and value of a 
Simpson education.

“If we can get prospective students here, they fall in love — and 
then they come to Simpson,” said Pavon. “They see the value of their 
education and life outside of the classroom and take heart knowing 
they can afford it.”

Melody / Cedar Rapids, IA

Jory / McCallsburg, IA

Paisha / Des Moines, IA
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ATHLETICS

Women’s soccer returns to nationals
For just the third time in program history and the second consecutive 
year, women's soccer earned a spot in the NCAA Division III 
National Women's Soccer Tournament. Simpson won its opening 
round game in St. Louis with a thrilling 2-1 double overtime victory 
over Wis.-La Crosse, before falling to top-ranked WashU, 5-1.

Simpson compiled a 7-1 conference record and reached the American 
Rivers Conference post-season championship game for the third 
straight year — falling in a 3-2 heartbreaker against Loras.

The Storm had a record nine players recognized on the 2024 All-
American Rivers Conference Team, including inaugural Rookie of 
the Year winner Savannah Schneider ’28. Five first-team selections 
included Meredith Downs ’27, Maddie Hays ’25, Hailey Kowzan 
’25, Cassie Nash ’24 and Julia Wagoner ’24. Honorable mention 
accolades went to Jordyn Foelske ’25, Ally Hoffa ’27, Elle Street 
’26 and Schneider. 

The Storm finished the season with a 15-3-3 overall record. The 
team is a combined 31-6-5 over its last two seasons.

Back-to-Back 
Brilliance

Jeremy Reinert ’13 has had so much success leading Simpson’s 
women’s soccer program you might not realize just how far he’s 
come to reach national prominence. His playing days at Simpson 
produced only modest results. Following graduation, he had a series 
of high school and college coaching stints for several years before 
returning to Simpson in 2018 as women’s head coach.  

Reinert says his other assistants, Katie Berglund and Francis Lee, 
have played important roles, too. The players credit all of their 
coaches for challenging them to take their games to the next level. 
 
“It took me 17 college soccer seasons, both as a player and as a 
coach, to get there for the first time last year,” said Reinert. “To go 
twice in a row, I’m trying to connect just how special that is.” 
 
Returning 10 of 11 starters from last year’s NCAA III tourney 
team, Reinert was optimistic about the prospects for another strong 
season in 2024. At the same time, he knew returning to the national 
tournament would be anything but easy. 
 
“I think it’s easy to forget how much work went into being good 
previously. You’ve got to do it all over again. I think we learned some 
resiliency lessons through that. We had to overcome a massive injury 
and some key players had to make individual sacrifices and give up 
playing time to do what’s right for the team.” 
 
Winning might not come automatically, but Reinert’s teams have 
become a perennial American Rivers Conference (A-R-C) power. 
Since 2021, the Storm have rolled to a 56-18-7 overall record, 
including a 26-6 conference mark. 
 

Building Something Special — Together 

Reinert says coaching staff longevity and chemistry have been 
paramount to building a consistent winning culture. 
 

“Coach Joe [Waithanji], Coach Mac [Mackenzie (Stump) 
Dicken ’17] and I are the longest tenured staff in the league. No 
other program has three coaches that have been together for seven 
years. That continuity really matters. We know who we are, we’re 
comfortable with each other and we know our roles well.” 
 
Reinert says his other assistants, Katie Berglund and Francis Lee, 
have played important roles, too. The players credit all of their 
coaches for challenging them to take their games to the next level. 
 
“Each year I’ve been in this program, I feel like we have taken steps 
forward,” said Hailey Kowzan ’25. “That’s because of how hard 
Jeremy and the coaching staff push us. We set ourselves to a higher 
standard that makes all of us push each other and want to do better.” 
 
Maddie Hays ’25 is especially proud to be part of the winning 
tradition Simpson is building.  
 
“Simpson is the only jersey I would ever want to wear,” said Hays. 
“Our coaching staff believes in us, and we’ve bought into their 
belief. They think we are one of the best teams in the country, which 
has helped our program develop and grow.” 
 
Reaching back-to-back NCAA III national tournaments is a great 
story to share on the recruiting trail. The Storm has the attention 
and interest of the region’s top players. While the quality of players 
coming to Simpson keeps getting stronger, Reinert will always have 
a special place in his heart for those who bought into his program 
from the very beginning. 
 
“I have a real affinity for the players that chose us when we were four 
and 12,” said Reinert. “They believed in me and wanted to turn this 
thing around. Now we’re getting players who want to play at a higher 
level, and they choose to be here because they feel something special 
here. It’s not the same player we would have gotten six years ago.” 

Coach Reinert has soccer rolling

Jensen Caps Record-Setting Career
Storm quarterback J Jensen III ’25 closed out his brilliant career 
by becoming Simpson’s all-time leader in touchdowns. Jensen led the 
A-R-C with 25 touchdown passes this season, giving him 80 for his 
career — surpassing the mark set by Taylor Nelson ’14 (77). Jensen also 
amassed 8,562 passing yards, which is 2nd all-time in school history.  
 
Simpson won all five games at home this season, finishing the year 5-5 
overall and 4-4 in the A-R-C. 

Booth Runs to Nationals
Two-time all-region cross country runner Teghan Booth ’25 earned a 
place in the NCAA National Championship Meet this fall.

Booth took 12th place at the NCAA Midwest Regional, securing her 
spot as an individual qualifier with a personal best time of 22:03.1. 
Her finish was the best by any Simpson runner since Catie Ellingson 
’11 took second in 2010.
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The Inauguration of 
Jay Byers ’93 
Homecoming Weekend 2024 came with the history-
making fanfare of Jay Byers’ Inauguration as the 25th 
president of Simpson College. The event put the 
exclamation point on a thrilling homecoming story, as 
Byers returns to lead and serve the College that gave 
him so much.

“Never in my wildest dreams during my time as a 
student at Simpson did I think I would one day be 
president of the College. And I am quite sure that my 
Simpson friends who are here [at Inauguration] today 
would say the same thing!”

Yet it seems only fitting that the man who created and 
still leads his “Homeward Bound” band would one 
day find himself home again at Simpson.

Homeward
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Travel with 
Simpson Alumni
Balkan Discovery – May 24-31, 2026  
  
Experience the extraordinary destinations of Eastern Europe on 
this Danube River cruise adventure through the Balkans. You’ll 
cruise through the rich landscapes and cultural locales of Hungary, 
Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Romania.   
 
Begin your journey of a lifetime in Budapest. Savor a 1,000-year-
old winemaking tradition. Soak in dramatic views of Iron Gates 
Gorge — a natural border between Serbia and Romania. In 
Bulgaria, see the fascinating rock formations over 200 million 
years in the making, and visit Arbanassi’s Church of the Nativity, 
housing an impressive collection of frescoes. That’s just a taste of 
what you’ll experience. 

To register or to obtain more information 
including detailed itinerary, pricing and 
payment dates, contact mady.nachtman@
simpson.edu or scan the QR Code.   




