
W E L C O M E  T O
Below is a list of words, phrases, acronyms and other items that will 

be helpful for you to know as you prepare to come to Simpson.

Academic Probation: A student 
not maintaining satisfactory progress 
toward his/her educational objectives 
will be placed on probation for a 
semester

Academic Suspension: If a student 
still has less than 2.0 at the end of 
the second probationary semester, 
the student will be placed on first 
academic suspension

Advanced Standing Credit: Credit 
hours accepted/ earned elsewhere

Application/Acceptance/
Admission: Process by which a 
prospective student submits the 
required forms & credentials to his/
her chosen institution

Associate Degree: an 
undergraduate academic degree 
awarded by community colleges, 
junior colleges, technical colleges, 
bachelor’s degree-granting colleges, 
and universities upon completion 
of a course of study usually lasting 
two years

Audit: A student who does not want 
to receive credit in a course may, 
with approval of the instructor, audit 
the course as a “visitor”

Bachelor’s Degree: a degree 
awarded by a college to a person 
who has completed undergraduate 
studies.

Business Office: Responsible 
for all financial transactions of the 
institution

Catalog: Provide all types of 
information parents & students need 
to know about a school

CLEP: College Level Examination 
Program can be administered to 
students who desire to obtain 
college credit by taking proficiency 
tests in selected courses

COA: cost of attendance for you to go 
to college (includes personal expenses)

Community College: A 2-year 
institution of higher education, 
course offerings generally include 
a transfer curriculum with credits 
transferable toward a bachelor’s 
degree at a four-year college & a 
technical curriculum with courses 
designed to prepare students for 
employment in 2 years

Commuter: A student who lives 
off-campus & drives to class, or 
commutes

Concurrent Enrollment: A student 
can enroll & attend 2 educational 
institutions at the same time 
provided that certain criteria are met

Curriculum: Those classes outlined 
by an institution for completion of a 
program leading to a degree

Deferment: a postponement or 
delay of payment obligations

Degree Requirements: 
Requirements prescribed by other 
institutions for completion of a 
program of study are generally 
termed degree requirements

Dependent Student: this is 
determined by completing the FAFSA. 
EFC’s for dependent students are 
calculated using the student and the 
parent income and household data

Enrollment: The procedure by 
which students choose classes each 
semester & includes the assessment 
& collection of fees

EFC: expected family contribution 
(used to determine Pell Grant 
eligibility and amount of financial 
need)

FAFSA: Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid usually required before 
a student can be considered for 
scholarships. Can be paper or 
electronic

Finals: given during the last week of 
classes each semester

Financial Aid: Grants, scholarships, 
loans, and part-time employment 
from federal, state, institutional, and 
private sources

Full-Time Enrollment: A full-time 
student is enrolled in 12 or more 
credit hours in a semester

FWS: Federal Work Study. Campus 
employment that is need based.

GPA: Grades at most colleges are 
figured by multiplying the number 
of hours a course is worth by the 
number of points for the letter grade, 
then add up the totals for each 
course & divide by the number of 
credit hours

Grant: financial aid money that does 
not have to be repaid. (Pell Grant is 
most common)

Half-time Enrollment: taking 6 
to 11 credit for the term. (Fall and 
Spring)

Independent Student: this is 
determined by completing the 
FAFSA. EPC’s for independent 
students are calculated using only 
the students and spouses household 
income

Need Based: financial aid that has 
eligibility determined by financial 
need. Financial need is calculated 
by subtracting Expected Family 
Contribution (EPC) from the Cost of 
Attendance (COA)

SAP: Satisfactory Academic Progress. 
Federal student regulations require 
that students maintain a minimum 
grade point averages and earn 
a certain amount of credits per 
semester according to their schools 
standards.

SAR: Student Aid Report. The report 
you receive from the Department 
of Education after submitting your 
FAFSA. The report contains the 
Expected Family Contribution (EPC)

SCL: Simpson College Leader

SC101: Simpson Colloquium

SOAR: Simpson Orientation 
Advising and Registration Days

Syllabus: METHODOLOGY An item-
by-item description of the teaching 
content of a course. On the basis 
of this a timetable/scheme of work 
can be drawn up. Helps specify what 
should be tested. A distinction is 
sometimes made between this and 
the curriculum. This is one way that 
the curriculum is operationalized. To 
design this, involves at least 2 sets 
of decisions: selecting and grading. 
Tradition also plays a part in the 
design. There are many kinds of 
these:

Transcript: A permanent academic 
record of a student at college 
that shows courses taken, grades 
received, academic status, & honors 
received

Tuition: The amount paid for each 
credit hour of enrollment

Undergraduate: a student in a 
college or university who has not yet 
earned a bachelor’s degree

Welcome Week: new student 
orientation starting the Saturday 
before classes begin in the fall

WF: writing fellow

Withdrawal: students may 
withdraw from courses during a 
semester, but there are established 
procedures for doing so. The college 
catalog &/or Class Schedule generally 
specifies the procedures. Written 
approval from a university official 
must be secured
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